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REMARKS 

Applicants have amended the claims to more particularly define the invention 
taking into consideration the outstanding Official Action. Applicants acknowledge with 
appreciation the indication that claims 2, 4-6 and 18-22 are allowed and that claims 3 
and 9-12 contain allowable subject matter. Claim 3 is dependent upon claim 1 . Claim 
3 has been written in independent form by adding the limitation from claim 3 to claim 
1 Therefore claim 1 , and all claims dependent thereon are now allowable. Claim 3 has 
been canceled from the application as redundant. 

Allowable dependent claim 9 has been placed into condition for allowance by 
adding the limitation from claim 1 , from which it previously depended and is now in 
independent form and in condition for allowance. Similarly, allowable dependent claim 
10 has been rewritten in independent form to include all of the limitations of the claims 
on which it depends placing claim 10 in independent form and in condition for 
allowance. 

Applicants have amended claim 14 to include all of the limitations from original 
claim 15 and which is fully supported by the specification as originally filed (see page 
24, lines 3-15). Claim 15 and has canceled from the present application in view of the 
amendment to claim 14 and the redundancy of the claim. Claim 23 has been amended 
to replace "a bulky dirt trapping member" with "a filter" in view of the statement made 
by the Examiner with respect to the objection to claim 3 on page 5 of the outstanding 
Official Action that a filter installed on an inlet is not obvious. 

The objection to claims 3, 9-12 as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims has been carefully considered but is most 
respectfully traversed in view of the amendments to the claims. Applicants have 
amended independent claim 1 to include the limitations of dependent claim 3 which now 
makes independent claim 1 allowable. Applicants have rewritten claims 9 and 10 into 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. Claim 3 has been canceled from the present application in view the redundancy 
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of the claim. 

Applicants most respectfully submit that all of the claims now present in the 
application are in full compliance with 35 USC 112 and clearly patentable over the 
references of record. 

The rejection of claims 1, 7, 8 and 13 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Dyson has been carefully considered but is most respectfully traversed 
in view of the amendments to the claims. 

The rejection of claims 14-16 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Dyson has been carefully considered but is most respectfully traversed in view of the 
amendments to the claims. 

The rejection of claims 14-17 and 23 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Bair has been carefully considered but is most respectfully traversed in 
view of the amendments to the claims. 

Applicants submit that it is also believed that claims 7, 8, 11-13, 15-17 and 23 
indirectly or directly depending on claim 1 or 14, are allowable for the same reasons 
indicated with respect to the claims 1 and 14, and further because of the additional 
features recited therein which, when taken alone and/or in combination with the 
features recited in claims 1 and 14, remove the invention defined therein further from 
the disclosures made in the cited reference. Accordingly, it is most respectfully 
requested that the prior art rejections be withdrawn. 

Applicants further submit that should the Examiner require or consider it 
advisable that the specification, claims and/or drawings be further amended or 
corrected in formal respects, in order to place the case in condition for an early 
allowance, it is most respectfully requested that such amendment(s) or correction(s) be 
made by an Examiner's Amendment so that the application may be placed in condition 
for allowance. 

Alternatively, should the Examiner feel that a personal discussion might be 
helpful in advancing this case to allowance, the Examiner is invited to telephone the 
undersigned. 
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In view of the above comments and further amendments to the claims, favorable 
reconsideration and allowance of all the claims now present in the application are most 
respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BACON & THOMAS, PLLC 
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